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The purple cloak worn by Aeneas, woven by 
Dido, in lines 4.261-4 of the Aeneid, has 
connections to Homeric and Hellenistic epic, 
Greek tragedy, Roman lyric and elegiac poetry, 
and Horace’s Epodes. This lecture will explore 
the rich resonances of this passage in the 
Aeneid, and show that these connections 
combine to imply that Dido has woven this 
cloak as an attempt to play the role of a good 
Roman wife, but that her attempt is undercut 
by mistakes in her choices of literary and 
mythical models. This both emphasizes her 
perception of the relationship with Aeneas as a 
marriage and undermines its legitimacy in the 
eyes of a Roman reader, supporting Aeneas’ 
choice to leave her 
 

 


